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I am writing this as we draw near the end of 2006. As planned, we published nine issuesof Journal of Thoracic Oncology (JTO) in our first year and will expand to monthly
issues beginning in 2007. Every issue was published on time, and we have gradually
moved the publication date from late in the month to the first of the month beginning
January 2007. There was open access to the JTO Web site to everyone in 2006. Beginning
in 2007, it will be accessible to members only (free) and accessible to others for a fee.
Twelve months after the publication date of an issue, it will again be designated for
open access.
There were more than 300 electronic submissions in 2006 from 29 different
countries. These include 22% from Europe (Western and Eastern), 34% from Asia and
Australia, and 41% from North America. This demonstrates the international nature of our
Journal and Society. The quality of manuscripts submitted in the past year has steadily
improved, and the published manuscripts have been scientifically excellent! Is there room
for improvement? Certainly, but we are off to an excellent start!
In the “Instructions to Authors,” we have stated that the goal of time from
submission of a manuscript to first decision will be 6 weeks. In 2006, the average time to
first decision was 28 days. Seventy-five percent of JTO reviewers submitted their reviews
within 2 weeks, as requested, and 88% completed their reviews in 3 weeks. This
turnaround for new manuscripts is outstanding and shows the commitment to the success
of JTO by you and your colleagues. Manuscripts are published approximately 80 days
after the final acceptance.
We have submitted the JTO application for consideration of listing in PubMed
to the National Library of Medicine. The application is to be reviewed in the first
quarter of 2007. If accepted, articles will be listed retroactively to the first issue of
JTO in January 2006.
A Spanish language edition of JTO will be published on a limited edition basis in
2007. The editor of the Spanish edition will be Dr. Ramon Rami-Porta, a thoracic surgeon
from Barcelona, Spain. The Spanish edition will contain only translated articles from the
English editions of JTO. Initially, the circulation will be limited to Spain, but the
long-term plans are to expand the mailings of the Spanish edition to Latin and South
American physicians and scientists.
Two specific areas of improvement that we plan to focus on in 2007 are (1) disclosures
of author’s potential conflict of interest and (2) quality of radiographs and figures published in
JTO. Currently, we ask authors to disclose potential conflicts of interest, but the process is not
as rigorous as it could be, and in preparing the PubMed application, it became obvious that this
is one of the high priorities for getting a journal accepted. Therefore, in early 2007, we will
institute a “check-off” box in the submission application where authors will be required to
provide information on potential conflicts of interest.
The second area for improvement is in the quality of radiographs and figures that are
published in JTO. To date, we have been receiving figures of variable quality. In the
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“Instructions to Authors,” we have identified the digital art
specifications that are requested; however, much of the sub-
mitted material does not pass the quality control check. I
would strongly urge potential authors to carefully review
these instructions. There is a special section of instructions
available under the heading of “Detailed Figure Instructions.”
From there, go to “5 Steps for Creating Digital Art Work.” If
you encounter problems with these instructions, please seek
help from one of your “technology expert” friends or col-
leagues. It is the Editorial Office’s plan to require images that
meet the recommended specifications. Therefore, we will
modify and clarify the instructions to authors regarding fig-
ures and images. Please remember that the better the quality
of your submitted art and radiographs, the better will be the
quality of your printed article.
In retrospect, 2006 has been a very good first year for
JTO. Your journal is off to an excellent start. The Editorial
Board and the reviewers have done a superb job of reviewing
and improving your submitted manuscripts. We anticipate
that 2007 will be a year of growth, enhancement, and refine-
ment for JTO. Of course, this will only occur with your
sustained support. As Editor, I am responsible for continuous
quality improvement, and I welcome your suggestions on
how to further develop and refine JTO.
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